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REVIEWS
HISTOLOGY. By Arthur Worth Ham, M.B., F.R.S.C. Second edition.
(Pp. xix + 866; figs. 518. £4.) London: Lippincott, 1953.
Tinis is the most completely up-to-date text-book of histology available to-day. The book is complete
and adequate for all but the most special study, but it avoids many of the details included in older
and less selective text-books of histology. Instead, the author attempts to explain clearly the whole
microscopic structures of the body and to evaluate the relative importance of what is described.
He evidently has had great experience of the difficulties students encounter. Many experienced
laboratory workers wvill find again and again clear expositions of the precise difficulties they
themselves once experienced, and may well wish this book had been available to them sooner.
Some parts of the book may seem too detailed, and perhaps the author might have indicated more
clearly what a student might expect to see and recognise in such preparations as are likely to
be available to him.
Unfortunately, this text-book is too detailed for most students in Great Britain. Good honours
students and post-graduate workers wvill find it invaluable. In most British schools microscopic
anatomy occupies much less of the students' time and effort than does gross anatomy. The shorter
text-books used show little or no appreciation of those structural elements involved in disease. Books
such as this show that modern histology is essential and basic in the study of medicine as a branch
of biology. Function, normal and abnormal, should be studied in relation to structure. To those who
think that medicine should be something more than a vocational training, and who believe the
different subjects of the curriculum should not be studied in isolation from each other this book is
recommended. It may stimulate a reassessment of the place of classical anatomy in the training of
the student of to-day. J. E. M.
RESECTION-RECONSTRUCTION OF THE HIP. By Jean Judet, Robert
Judet, Jean Lagrange, and Jean Dunoyer. Edited by K. I. Nissen.
(Pp. xii + 151; figs. 99. 30s.) Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1954.
IN the past few years an uncontrolled wave of enthusiasm for resection-reconstruction of the hip,
using an acrylic prosthesis, in the treatment of various hip joint conditions, has swept the civilised
world. It is extremely important, therefore, for all orthopedic surgeons to read carefully the
experience of those who introduced the method. The Judet brothers, in their book, have analysed
the results of their first four hundred cases and have indicated their experience with eight hundred
an(I fifty cases in all. The book deals in detail with the technique employed and with the
modifications necessary for the best results in different types of pathology. The authors have stressed
the classes of patient which should be refused surgery. Throughout the book they emphasise the
absolute importance of interfering as little as possible with the capsule of the hip, which they feel
plays a very big part in the blood supply to the neck, and to what is left of the head, of the
femur after the operation has been completed. The types of hip joint lesion which are amenable to
the application of an acrylic prosthesis are osteo-arthritis, certain fractures of the neck of the
femur, congenital dislocation of the hip in adults and a few other "odds and ends." The experience
of the authors has been that 80 per cent. of patients gained excellent or satisfactory results, and
this is of interest to the reviewer since the general experience of British orthopaedic surgeons has
not been anything like as good as this.
The book is well illustrated and the English is of a high standard. What the book unfortunately
cannot tell the reader is the enthusiasm with which the authors have embarked on their project,
nor can the book tell of the kindness and courtesy of the authors in their hospital and in their
homes in Paris when they entertain, as they must be doing almost every week, visiting surgeons
who have come to worship at the acrylic shrine of the Judets. R. J. W. W.
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